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When are permits required?

Are all loads exceeding size or weight limits 
eligible for a permit?

How are permits obtained?

Are there different types of permits?

Do carriers choose their own routes?

Are carriers required to have insurance?

For more information contact:

Permits are required when:
•	 the load size exceeds statutory limits
•	 the gross vehicle weight exceeds 80,000 lbs.
•	 individual axle weights exceed legal limitations

Generally only non-divisible loads, those that cannot be broken into 
smaller loads, are eligible for the permit. There are some exceptions 
authorized by Wisconsin Statute 348.27.

Permits may be obtained:
•	 by secure internet online
•	 at the Motor Carrier Services counter in Madison
•	 by mail
•	 by wire service

Yes. Carriers who frequently haul oversize or overweight loads 
can apply for an annual permit. Special annual permits exist, e.g., 
garbage loads, recyclable scrap, forest products, and others. Carriers 
who occasionally haul oversize or overweight loads can purchase 
a single trip permit for non-divisible loads.

Annual permit holders can choose their own routes. Single trip 
permits list a specific route which is reviewed by the DMV based 
on road and bridge width, height, weight and construction limita-
tions. Carriers must stay on the assigned route.

Yes. Carriers must certify that insurance is in effect in the amount re-
quired for the size and weight of the vehicle/load being transported.

Bureau of Vehicle Services
Motor Carrier Services Section
Permits Unit
Kathleen Nichols
(608) 261-2574
Email: kathleen.nichols@dot.wi.gov
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